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«AMUR TIGERS' FAITH AND LOVE»

Read the text and choose the correct answer
Boris and Svetlaya were raised together as orphaned cubs, and then reintroduced to the wild

separately. But Boris went on
l.a)a

trek that surprised the researchers who were monitoring him.
5 PRI S v | RISV 80

When Russian scientists released a pair of orphan
corner of Russia’s far east in 2014, they
2. a) tried
b) had tried
c) were trying
d) had been trying
to save a species. While the tigers, sometimes called Siberian tigers and the world’s largest big
cat, remain
3. a) dangerous
b) endangered
c) thorny
d) kittle, the scientists created something else: an unlikely love story.
The cubs, Boris and Svetlaya,
4. a) had rescued
b) had been rescueing
¢) had been rescued
d) were rescued
from the wild as unrelated 3- to 5-month-old cubs in the Sikhote-Alin mountains, the animal’s
main stronghold. They
5.a) grew up
b) grew into
c) grew of
d) grew onto
in captivity and were released at 18 months old. The cats were separated

AT F
ed Amur tiger cubs into the wild in a remote



6. a) for
b) to
c) into
d) by
more than 100 miles with the goal of expanding the distribution of released tigers as much as
possible in the Pri-Amur region along Russia’s border with China.
The scientists
7. a) charted a course
b) tracked
¢) held
d) made sense
the cubs until, more than a year after their release, something strange happened: Boris walked
over 120 miles, almost in a straight line, to where Svetlaya had made a home.
Six months later, Svetlaya gave birth to a
8. a) horse-litter

b) sky-litter
c) forest litter
d) litter

of cubs.

While the strategy of
9. a) releasing
b) release
c) to release
d) having released
rescued cats raised in captivity to restore populations in the wild had proved successful with the
Iberian lynx in Spain, it had never been tried with big cats.
But scientists working with the Wildlife Conservation Society
10. a) says
b) said
C) are saying
d) say
in a study published
last month in the Journal of Wildlife Management that the successful release of rescued cubs like
Boris and Svetlaya may, for the first time, become a viable option for restoring wild tigers to
their historical range.
Estimates of the number of tigers left in
11. a) the
b) a
) __
d) an
Russia range from 485 to 750. But researchers say that the Russia-China border area, including
the Pri-Amur area where Boris and Svetlaya live, could
12. a) support
b) supporting
C) to support
d) have supported
hundreds more of the animals.



https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jwmg.22691
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353297662_Integrated_assessments_call_for_establishing_a_sustainable_meta-population_of_Amur_tigers_in_northeast_Asia

Kolya Rybin, one of the authors of the study, examining Boris after his rescue. Credit...Dale
Miquelle
The
13. a) combined
b) relied themselves
C) connected
d) reunited
cats were not the project’s only successful reintroductions. Two hunters had found another
female, Zolushka (or «Cinderella» in Russian), in a snow drift a few years earlier. After the
conservationists returned her to the wild, an unknown male tiger showed up on a camera trap
near where Zolushka
14. a) was released
b) would have been released
¢) had been released
d) was being released.
15.a) In
b) Into
¢)On
d) Atop
such a vast area, it was an encounter of extraordinary good fortune. «Cinderella’s prince showed
up and they lived
16. a) happy
b) happily
c) happier
d) happest
ever after», said Dale Miquelle, lead tiger scientist for the Wildlife Conservation Society and an
author of the study. Zolushka and the male also
17. a) made
b) manufactured
c) produced
d) passed
a litter of cubs, the first known cubs to be born in that area since the 1970s.
In all, Russian scientists raised 13 orphaned Siberian tiger cubs in captivity,
18. a) to avoid
b) avoid
c) avoiding
d) avoided
any contact between the growing cubs and their human carers so as to prepare them for life in the
wild. The team gradually introduced the cubs to live prey, so that they could learn how
19. a) to hunt
b) hunt
¢) hunting
d) hanted.
Also critical to the
20. a) successful
b) successfully
C) more success
d) success
was the timing of the cubs’ release: during spring when prey was plentiful.
One male cub failed the test of freedom. He wandered into China and preyed
21.a)in
b) on
C) out
d) into
domestic animals, including 13 goats in one shed in a single night. Russian scientists recaptured
the young male and sent him to a captive-breeding program at a zoo.
But the remaining 12 proved that they
22. a) can
b) was able
c) caned



d) were able
to hunt wild prey and to survive as well as wild tigers that had never spent time in captivity.
As the Pri-Amur population grows, the Russian-American team hopes that
23. a) they

b) he

c) she

d) it
can join up with other tigers, including across the border in China. «The grand vision is that this
whole area would be connected», said Luke Hunter, executive director of the Big Cats Program
at the Wildlife Conservation Society. «There’s lots of habitat that could
24. a) be recolonized

b) recolonize

c) recolonized

d) had been recolonized
by tigers».
With so much potential habitat across Asia — a 2023 study found that there was around 270,000
square miles of potentially suitable habitat across Asia where tigers remained absent — the
implications of this success are wide-ranging.
«These results indicate that it is possible to care for young cubs in a semi-captive environment,
teach them how to hunt and to release them back into the wildy, said Viatcheslav V. Rozhnov,
former director of the Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution of the Russian Academy of
Sciences and leader of the reintroduction project. «These findings provide a pathway for
25. a) return

b) to return

C) returning

d) returns
tigers to large parts of Asia where habitat still exists but where tigers have been losty.
And just as Boris and Svetlaya’s unlikely partnership has proved critical to the project’s success,
the Russian and American scientists hope their efforts may be a model for international
conservation cooperation.
«It’s a testimony to how really good things can happen when you start working collaboratively
irrespective of nationality and politics», Dr. Miquelle said.


https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/conservation-science/articles/10.3389/fcosc.2023.1191280/full

